To whom it may concern:

Bill AB #2446 will make Career Technical Education an alternative to the current Foreign Language / Visual and Performing Arts requirement for graduation in California high schools.  While Career Technical Education is an excellent subject for high schoolers to learn, we firmly believe that it should be a separate or elective requirement, not an alternative to an arts requirement.  With the arts losing so much funding in recent times and having such a low importance placement in public schools, it is imperative that whatever value or importance-level the arts still maintain in public schools is not lessened.  Even more pressing is the fact that UC and CSU schools, particularly, have an arts requirement on their applications, so this bill also poses a threat to students who want Career Technical Education as well as attending a California university.  
In order to demonstrate to lawmakers and California politicians the high value our community places on the arts, we are putting together a cabaret style performance (in this case, ‘cabaret’ taking the meaning of an intimate performance with social and political intention, not the stereotypical burlesque-style performance) that would feature young (high school and university-aged), local artists (performing and visual).  We feel the need to inform our community about this bill so we can keep arts from even further disintegration in our schools.  

It will take place 8 August 2010 at the Orange County Center for Contemporary Art.  The performance will start at 6:30 pm, though doors will open at 5:30 pm, allowing participants and observers to mingle and observe potential painters / other visual artists at-work.  We encourage you to join us in our endeavor in whatever way possible, be it performing or simply attending.  Spread the word, help inform the rest of the community; the arts must be preserved.

Most sincerely,

Images Dance Company

2017 N. Main Street

Santa Ana, CA

714.643.2627

info@imagesdancecompany.com
